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AN ORDINANCE 


PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION OF ELECTORS, 


PASSED BY THE, ¢ : 
Gi issiseiesi Konstitution! Wonvention, 


March 13, A. D. 1868. 


SECTION I. 


v 


That no contracts shall be valid which in any manner abridgelor 


‘affect the right of Franchise of either party ; and any person or per~ 


sons demanding such conditions shall, upon conviction théréof, before 
any court having competent jurisdiction, he disfranchised for the terne 
of five years and pay a fine of not less than Five Hundred Dollars. 


SECTION Ii. 


Whoever shall dismiss from employment any person or persons, for 
having exercised the right of Franchise, or for offering to exercise such 
right, shall, on conviction, be fined not less than Two Hundred and 
Fifty Dollars and be disfranchised for the term of five years, Sud 


B, PR. EGGLESI ON, President. 
Attest: I 


TED. P. Sears, Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION ` 


QF THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
ADOPTED 1578 DAY ‘OF MAY, A. D. 1868. 


PREAMBLE... | 

To the end that Justice be established, public order maintained, and 
liberty perpetuated, we, the people of the State of Mississippi, grate— 
ful to Almighty God for the free exercise of the right È choose our 
own form of Goverrnment, do Ordain this 


; CONSTITUTION- ` 


ARTICLE I. | i 


BILL OF RIGHTS. tod 4 


Section 1. All persdns resident in this State, citizens of the Unites ` 
States are hereby declared citizens of the State of Mississippi. EE 
Smc.92: No person shall be deprived of life, liberty Sor property, ex; 
eept;by due process of Jaw.*. 1 - : DIE E E 
SEC. 3. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be sus 
pended, unless when in case of rebellion or ‘itivasion. the public’ s 
may require it. a 
Sec. 4. The freedom of speech and ofthe press shall be held sacred | 
and in all indictments for libel the jury shail-determine the ue and thie 
facts under the direction of the court. ` 
Src. 5. No person's life or Horny shall be twice placedin jeopardy ` 
for £he same offence. 


4 CONSTITUTION. 


Sec. 6. The right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition 
the government on any subject, shall never be impaired. 

SEC. 7. Inall criminal prosecutions the accused shall have a sight 
to be heard by himself, or counsel, or both, to demand the nature and 
cause of the accusation, to be confronted by the witnesses against him, 
to have a compulsory,process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and 
in all prosecutions by indictment or information, a speedy and public 
trial by an impartial jury of the county where the offence was com- 


mitted; and he shall not be compelled to give evidence against hirhself.- 


Sec. 8. Cruelor unusual punishment shall not be inflicted, nor shali 
excessive fines be imposed ; excessive bail shall not be required, and ali 
persons, Shall before conyiction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except 
for capital ‘offences, when the proof is evident, or presümption great. 


Sec. 9. No ex post facto law. or laws impairing the obligation of 
contracts shall ever be passed. 

Sec. 10. Private property shall not be taken for public use, except 
upon due compensation first being made to the owner. or owners thereof 
jn a manner to be provided for by law. 


Sec. 11. There shall be no imprisonment tor debt, 

Sec. 12. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate. 

SEC. 13. No property qualification Shall ever be required of any 
person to become a juror. 

Sec. 14. The- people shall be secure in their persons, houses and 
possessions, from unreasonable seizure, or search, and no warrant shall 
be issued without’ probable cause supported by oath. or affirmation 
specially designating the place to be searched. and the persoh or thing. 
to be seized. i 

Sec. 15. All persons shall have a right to keep and bear arms for 
their defence. ` . 

Sec. 16. The rights of married women shall'be protected by law, in 
property owned previous to marriage; and, also, in all property acquired 
in geod faith by purchase. gift, devise or bequest, after marriage;. 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as-to 
protect said property from being applied to the payment or their lawful,” 
debts. : 

Sec. 17. No property qalification for eligibility to office shall ever be 
required. 

Sec. 18. No property or educational qualification shall ever be re- 
quired forany person to become ‘an elector. 

Sec. 19. There shallbe neither slaverv nor involuntary servitude iù 
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this State, otherwise than in the punishment of crime, whereot the 
party shall have been duly convicted.. 


Sec. 20. Tne right to withdraw from the Federal Union. on account of 
any real or Supposed grievancesshailnever be assumed by this State, nor 
shall any law be passed in derogation of theparamount allegiance of 
the citizens of this State tothe Government of.the United States. | 


SEc .21. No publicmorey or moheys shall be appropriated for any ane 
itable‘or other publie institutions in this State making any distinction 
among the citizens thereof ; Provided, That nothing herein contained, 
shall be so construed as to prevent the Legislature from appropria- 
ting the' school fund ‘in accordance wiih the article in this Constitution 
relating to public schools. 


' Se-. 22. No distinction shall ever be made by law between citizens 
and alien friends in reference to the-possession, enjoyment or descent of 
property. 

Sec. 23. No religious test asa qualification for ofice shall ever be re- 
quired, and' no preference Shall ever be given by law to any religious 
sect or mode of worship, but the free enjoyment of all religious senti- 
ments, and the different modes of worship shall ever be held sacred; 
Provided, The rights hereby secured shall not be construed to justify 
acts of licentiousness injurious to morals or dangerous to the peace and 
safety ofthe State. , .. ‘ H 

SEC. 24. The right of all citizens to travel upon all public convey= 


' ances'shall not be inffingéd upon, nor in any “manner abridged i in this 


a 


State. CK d 
SEC. 25. The military shall. be instrict subordination to the eivil 
power. i 


Sec. 26. Treason agi ‘inst ‘the Staté Shall consist only in levying war 
against the same, or. in ‘adhering to its: enemies. giving them aid and 


comfort. No person shall be convieted of treason, unless on the testi- 


méng ‘of two witnessé§ to the! sume overt aet, or on ‘éonfession i in open 


Jj 


^s D KN aT 
ËTT ^". ` 


‘Sk i^ 27: No ` * person's nie shall be ‘perilied by thë ii peas of duelling, 
ant any person "Who shall hereafter fight a duel, s oF assist in the süme S 
second, or send, accept, or knowingly carry àchiallenge" therefor, or, go 
* out of the State to fight a duel, ‘shall be disqualfied from holding any 


"office under this Constitution, and shall forever be distranchiged i inthis _ 


State. 


IK 


Sec. 28. All courts shall be open and every person, for an injuty done — 


him in his lands, goods, person or reputation, shall have remedy by due 


c 


s 


t 
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course of law, and right, and justice administered without sale, Genial 
or delay. ° ui: : 
Sec. 20. No person shall'ever be elected or appointed to any office in 
this State, for life, or during: goot be havior, ‘but the term of all offices 
, Shall be for some specified period. $ 
: Sec, 30. No person shall be deharred fon prosecuting or defending 
any Givil cause for or against him, or herself, before any tribunalih this 
State, By him or herself, or counsel or both. * -* i 
SEC. 31., No person shall for any in digtable offence be proceeded 
‘against criminally. by information, except in gases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or the militia when in actual service, or by .leave of 
the court, for misdemeanor in office ; ; Provided, That the legislature in. 
-cases of petit larceny, assaults, assault and battery, affray, riot, unlaw- 
ful assembly, drunkenness, vagrancy, and other misdemeanors of like 
character, may dispense with an inquestofaGrand Jury, and may au- 
thorize prosecntions before justices of the peace, or such other in- 
ferior court or courts as may be established by the legislature, and the 
proceedings in such cases shall be regulated by law. 
Sec. 32. The enumeration of rights in this Constitution shall not be 
construed to deny or impair others retained by and inherent in the 


` people. 


— tn 


e ARTICLE IL 


BOUNDARIES OF THE. STATE. 


- The Jimits and boundaries of the State of Mississippi shall remain 
as now established by law. kä 


GH ax age ° ——— meme 


l , ARTICLE HI. 
- DISTRIBUTION "op POWERS, 4| ^ i 


SECTION 1 "The powers | of ‘government of. ‘the State of Mis- 
:sissippi shall be divided into three distinct departments, and each of 
them confided to a separate body. of magistracy, to-wit: Those which 


" are Legislative to one; those which are J udicíal to another ; and those 


which E Executive to another. 

Sec. 2. No person or collection of persons being of one ot these 
' @epartments, shall exércise any ‘power properly belonging to either of 
the others except in | the instances hereinafter expressty directed or per- 
mitted. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Liri DEPARTMENT, P. ilo nude 
Section 1. The Legislative power ofthis State shall be veste nile 
| ILegislatiire,-Which Shall- const of a Senate - and House of Representa- 
tives. 

. Sec., 2. The Housé of iRepreseitalives? shall "consist of members to be 
^ «<hosen'evéry. ‘second ‘year “by the qualified electors of the Several 
counties, -` 

SEC:8. No person shall ‘bé a'member of the House of Representatives 
who shall not be an elector under this Constitution; and who shall not, 
st .the Gite uf his ‘election, have an actual residence in the district 
he may be chosen to represent. — 

Sec. 4. The Senáte shall consist of members to be chosen every four 
years by the qualified 'eleetors of the several districts. 

SEC. 5. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained the 
age of twenty-five: years, who shall not have been an inhabitant of the 
‘State one year, and who' shall not have’ an actual residence fin the dis- 
trict he may be chosen to represent. 

Spo, 6. ` ‘The'political-year shall beginon the first Monday of January, 
and the Legislature ‘shall meet annually on thé first Tuesday after 
first ‘Monday in J anuary, åt the seat'of government, unless sooner con- 
‘wened by the Governor; until altered by law. 

SEC. 7. All general elections shali be by ballot, and shall commence 
and be holden every two years, on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in Növ eniber; suutil altered’ by law; and the electors, in aH 
` cases éxcept-in cases of treason, felony, and breach of the peace, shall be 
privileged from arrest during tlicir’ attetidance ` on electioni, and in 
| goingto and'returtiing therefrom. — feo ve m 
^ Seo 8, Election for members of the Legislature shall be held in the 
several’ counties and distriets as shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 9. The Governor shall issuewrits of election to fill such vacan- 
ojes.as may: over in either House of the Eegislature, and the per- 
gons thereupon chosen shali hold” their seats for the unexpired term. 


SEC. 10. Each ‘house shall appoint its own officers, and, shall judge 
of the qualifications, returns and election, of its own ‘members. 

Src.’ 11. The Senate shall cheose a President pro tempore, to aeg 
in the absence or disabiiity ‘of the Lieutenant Governor. 

' Sec. 12. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do 


he D H 
df to. a 


business; but a SE ‘number may adjourn from day to day, and com~ 


ef 
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pel the attendance of absent dani in such manner and under suck: 
penalties as each house shall provide. 

Sec. 13. Neither house shall. without the consent of the other, ad- 
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in 
which the two houses shall be sitting. 

SEC. 14. Each house may determine rules of its own proceedings. 
punish its members for disorderly behavior;and with the concurrence 


` eftwo-thirds of the members present, expel a member; but no member 


shall be expelled a second time for the same .offense. They shalk 
each, from time to time, publish a journal off the proceedings, except. 
such parts as may, in tbeir opinion, require secrecy, and the yeas-and 
nays on any question shall be entered on the journal at the request of 
one-tenth of the members present; Provided, That the yeas and nays 
shall always be entered on the journal on the passage of a bill appropri- 
ating money. 

Sec, 15. The doors of each house, ; when in session, or in committee 
of the whole, shall be kept open, exçept in cases which may require 
secrecy; and each house may punish by fine and imprisonment any 
person not a member, who shall be guilty of disrespect to. the House, 

"by any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in, their presence or in: 
any way disturb their deliberations during the session; but'&ueh; im- 
‘prisonment shall not PER Pavone ‘the final EES -of assi 
session. 

Sec. 16. No person liable for public. moneys: -umaecounted, for shall 
be eligible to a seat in either House of the Legislature; or to any office 


of profit or trust until he shall, haye..accounted for and ER SES 


1 


sums for. which.he may have been liable | ,.- d 
Sec. 17. No person shall be eligible to.any. office of moii or trust, 
nor shall he be permitted to exercise the right of suffrage within 
this State, who shall have been convicted of bribery, perj ury or other 
infamous crimes. 
^ Sec. 18. Any person who shall have been convicted of; „giving or 
offering directly or indirectly, any, bribe to procure his election, or 
appointment, and any person who shall give or offer any bribe to pro- 
eure the election or áppointment of any person to office shall on con- 
vietion thereof be disqualified from being an elector, or holding any 
effice of profit or trust under the laws of this State, p 
Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives shall in all cases, except 


| l treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged trom arrest during 
- T the session of the Legislature, and for fifteen days before ‘the com- 


mencement and after the termination of each session., 


* 
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Sec. 20. The members of, the "Legislature shall severally receive from: 
the dublic treasury compensation for their services, which may be in- 
ereased or diminished; but no alteration of such compensation of 
merabers shall take effect during the session at which it is made. 

Sec. 21. The Legislature shall direct by law in what courts and in. 
what manner suits may be brought against the State. . 

Skc. 22. The Legislature shall not have power to pass any bill of 
divorce; but. may prescribe by law the manner in which cases shall De 
investigated i in the courts of justice, and divorces granted., . 

Sc, 23. Bills may. originate in either House, and be amended or re- 
jected in the other; and eyery bill shall be read on three different days, 
in each house, unless two-thirds of the house where the same. is pend- 
ing, shall dispense with. the rules; and eyery. bill -haying passed both 
Houses. shall be signed by the President of the Senate and the- 
` Speaker of the House.of Representatives, in open session. 

SEC. 24. Every bill which has passed both Houses, shall be presented 
to the Governor of the State; -If he approves, he shall sign it, but if he 
does not approye, he shail, return it with bis objections, to the House in 

which it originated, who shall enter the objections at large. upon, their 
l journal, and proceed, to. re-consider it. -If after such. reconsideration, 
two-thirds of that House shall, agree to pass the:bill, it shall be. sent, 
“with. the objections, to the other House, by. which, likewise, it shall 
be reconsidered, and if approved by. two-thirds. of that House. it shall 
become a, law; but in all such cases, the votes: ‘of, beth Houses shall 
be determined by. yeas and mays, and the names of the persons voting- 
for or against the billy. shall, be., enteredon the journal of each House re-- 
spectively. lf any bill shall not de. ‘returned by the Governor within 
five days (Sunday . excepted): after it has been. presented ta him, it. 
shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the, , Legisla- . 
ture by adjournment,- prevented its return, in which case it shall bea. 
law, unless sent, back within three days after its next meeting. ` 

‘Sec. 25. Every order resolution or vote, te which the concurrence 
of both Houses may be necessary. (except on questions of adjournment,) 
shall be presented to the Governor, and, before it. shall take eifeet, be 
approved by him; or, being disapproved,.shall-be repassed by two-thirds. 
of both Houses, according to the rules of limitation prescribed in alli 
ezses of a bill. 

SEC. 26. No, money shall be drawn from the treasury except on 
appropriation made by law. 

Sec, 27. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of 
impeachment, but two-thirds of all the members present must concur 
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therein. AIl impeachments shall be tried by the Senate, and when 
sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be upon oath or ABER 
to do justice according to law and evidence. 

Sec. 28. The Governor and all other civil officers under this State, 
shall be liable to impeachment for treason, bribery, ¢ or any high. erime or 
misdemeanor in office. 

Sec. 99. When the Governor shall be tried, ‘the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Courtshall preside, and no person shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of all the Senators present. 

Sec. 30. Judgmentinsuch cases shall not extend further than removal 
trom office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust, or 
profit under this State; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be 
subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment according to law. 

Sec. 31. For reasónable cause, which shall not be sufficient ground of 
impeachment, the Governor shall, on the joint address of two-thirds of 
each branch of the Legislature, remove from office the Judges of the 
Supreme and Inferfor Courts ; provided the cause or causes of removal 
be spread on the journal, and the party ‘charged be notified of the same 
before the vote is finally taken and decided, and shall have an opportu- 
nity to be heard by himself or ‘counsel, or both. | 

Sec. 32. The style of the laws of the State shall be: “Be it enacted 
by the Legislaturé of ‘the State’ of Mississippi.” 

Sec. 33. The Legislature shall ‘provide for the enumeration of the 
whole number of inhabitants, and of the qualified electors of the State, 
once în every ten syears; and the first enumeratiòn shall be ordered at 
the first meeting of the Legislature under this Constitution. 

‘Sec. 34. The number of representatives shall, at -the several periods, 
of making such enumeration, be apportioned among the several coun- 
ties, or districts, ‘according to the number of qalified electors in each, 
and shall not be less than one hundred, Dor more than one hundred and 
twenty. 

Sec. 35. The ‘number of Senators shall, “tion each ehumeration 
made, be apportioned according to the number of 'qalified electorsfin: the 
several districts, and shall never be less then one-fourth, nor more than - 
one-third the whole number of Representatives. 

Sec. 36. The Sénators on being convened after ‘the first election, 
shall ‘be «divided by lot from their respective Congressional Districts 
into two classes, as nearly equal as can be, and the’ seats of the first 
class shall be yacated at the expiration of the second year. 

Src. 37. The Legislature shall provide for the organization of new 
counties. locating county seats. and changing county lines: but no county 


t 
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shall be organized,, nor thé lines of any county changed so asfte 
include an area of less than four hundred, nor more than six hundred 
and twenty-five square mites. ` 

, Bec. 38. No Senator or Representative; during the term for which he 
> wä eletted, shall be appointed" ‘to ‘any office of profit under this State, 
“Which shall have been creatéd, of the emoluments of which have been 
increased during the time such Senator or Representative was in office 


. except to such offices as may be filled by an election of the people. 


SEC. 89. The Legislature shall provide by law for determining coa- 
tested elections. - 


4 M — meae 


ARTICLE V. 


EXECUTIVE. 


SECTION 1. The chief executive power of the State shall be vested in 
a Governor, who shall hold his office for. four years. 

SEC. 2. The Governor shall be eleeted by the qualified electors of the 
State. The returns. of eyery election for Governor shall be sealed up 
and transmitted to the seat of Government, directed to the Secretary of 
State, who shall deliver them to the Speaker of the House. of Repre- 
sentatives.at the next ensuing session of thé Legislature, during the 
first week of which session the said Speaker shall open and publish 
them in presence of both Houses of the Legislature. The person having 


- thé highest number of votes shall ba Goverhor; but if two or more 


LA 


shall be equal and highest in votes then;one of them shall be chosen 


-Governor By the joint ballot of both Houses of the Legislature. Con- 


tested elections for Governor shall be determined by both Houses of the 
Legislature in anch, manner as shall be prescribed by Jaw.. o 

S£c. 3.:‘The Governor shall be at least thirty years of age, and shall 
have been a citizen'of the United States twenty years, shall have resi- 
ded in this State two years next preceding the day of;his election. 

: BEC.^4, He shall receive for his services such compensation as shall 
be ‘provided by law. 

Sec. 5. He shall be Commander-in-Chief of*the Army and Navy of 
the State, and of the Militia, except when they shall be called into the 
service of the United States. i 

Sec. 6. He may require information, în writing, from the officers in 
"the Executiyé Department, on any subjéct relating to the duties of 
"their respective offices. , 

; Src. 7. He may, in cases of emergency. convene the Legislature at 


ri 
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the seat of Government, or at a different place. if that shall have become 
dangerous from an enemy, or from disease; and in case of disagreement. 
between the two Houses with respect to time cf adjournment, adjourn: 
them to such time as he shall think proper, not prone the save of the- 
next stated meeting of the Legislature. k 


Sec. 8. He shall, from time to time, give the Legislature information 
of the state of the Government, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he may deem necessary and expedient, 1 


SEC. 9 It shall be his duty to see that the laws are faithfully executed.. 


SEC. 10. In all criminal and penal cases, except in those of treason 
and impeachment, he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons,. 
and remit fines, and in cases of forfeiture to stay the collection until 
the end of the next session of the Legislature, and to remit forfeitures- 
by and with the consent of the Senate. In cases of treason he shall 
have powerto grant reprieves by and with the ensent of the Senate, 
but may respite the sentence until the- end of the next session of the- 

Legislature. 

Sec. 11. There shall be a N of the State kept by the STE and. 
used by him officially, and be called the Great val of the State, of 
Mississippi. 3 * r s 

Ske. 12. AN commissions shall be in the name Ge by the authority 
ot the State of Mississippi, be séaled -with the great seal of State, and? 
signed by the Governor, and be attested by thé Secretary of State., 

Sec. 18. All vacancies mot provided for in this Constitution shall be 


filled in such manner as the Legislature may prescribe’ <-> 

Sec. 14. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor, who shall NE elected: 
at the same time, in the same manner, and for the same term, and Shall 
"'possess the same qualifications as the Governor.  - n 

Sec. 15.‘ He shall, by virtue of his office, be President: of the Senate. 
In Committee:of the Whole he may debate on all questions. 9nd whem 
thereis an equal division in the Senate, or on a joint vote of both. 
Houses, he shall give the casting vote di i 

Sec. 16. Heshall receive for his services such compensation, as may 
be provided by law. ge a 

Sec. 17. When the office of Governor shall lane icant by denti» 
or otherwise, the Lieutenant Governor shall possess-the powers and, dis- 
charge the duties of said office, and receive the same compensation as 
the Governor, during the remainder of the said term. When the 
Governor shall be absent from the State, or unable from protracted 
illness, to perform t^e duties of his office, the Lieutenant Gorernor shal! 
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discharge the duties of said office, and receive said compensation until 
the Governor he able to resume his duties, but if from disability or 
«otherwise, the Lieutenant Governor shall be incapable of performing 
said duties, or if he be absent from the State, the President of the 
Senate pro tempore shall act in his stead, but if there be no sucli Presi- 
dent, or if he be disqualified by like disability, or be absent from the 
State, then the Speaker-of the House of Representatives shall assume 
‘the office of Governor and perform said duties, and receive the ‘same 
compensation as the Governor, and in case of the inability of the fore- 
| going officersto discharge the duties of Governor, the Secretary of State 
“hall convene the Senate to elect a President pro tempore. 

Sec. 18. In case the election for Lieutenant Governor shall be cos- 
tested, it shall be decided in the same manner as that of the Governor. 

Sec. 19. The Secretary of State shall be elected by the qualified elec- 


“tors of the State; shall be at least twenty-five years of age and a citizen 


-of the State one yéar next preceding the day of his election, and shall 
continue in office during the term of four years, he shall keep a correet 
register of all the official acts and proceedings of the Governor; and 
shall, when required, lay the same and all papers, minntes and vouchers 
relative thereto, before the Legislature, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be: required by law. 

Sec. 90. A State Treasurerand Auditor of Public Accounts, ‘shall be 
«elected by the qualified electorsoithe State, who shall hold their offices 
for the term of four years, unless sooner removed, -and -shall possess the 

«same qualifications as the Secretary. of State; and, together with the 
dast named officer, shall receive sich compensation as may be provided 
by law. . ` HN 

Sec: 21. A sheriff, Coroner; Treasurer, Assessor and Surveyor, shall 
‘pe elected in each county by the qualified electors -thereof, who shall 
‘old their offices for two years unless sooner removed. . 

Sec. 22. ^ All.officers named in this article shail hold their offices dur- 
ing the terni for which they were elééted, unless reinoved by impeach- 
ament or otherwise, and until their successors shall be duly qualified to 
«enter ori i the dischar: «e of their separate ditties. 


" ao paene . . è 


E ARTICLE VL © > 


JUDICIARY, 


hj 


Section I. The Judicial power ofthe Sfate shall be vested in a Supreme 
«Court, and such other conrts of law and equity as are hereafter provided 
or in this Constitution, ` 
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Sec. 2. TheSupreme Court shalleonsist of three Judges, who shall .. - 


beappointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent, of the 
Senate, any $wo of whom, when convened, shall form a quorum. The 
Legislature shall divide the State into three Districts; and the Governor, 
by and with the adviee and consent of the FURORE: Shall appoint .one 
Judge for each District, ; 


Sec. 2. The office of one of said Judges shail be vacated in three . 


years; onein six years, and one in inine years, so that at the expiration 


of every three years, one of said Judges shall be appointed as aforesaid. ' 


The term of office of the Judges of the Supreme Court shall be nine 


years. : 
Sec. 4. The Supreme Court shall haveno jurisdiction but such as pro- 
perly belongs to a Supreme Court. S 


SEC. 5. All vacancies which may occur in said Court, from death, 
resignation, or removal, shall be filled by appointment, as aforesaid; 
provided, however, that if a vacancy shall occur during the recess of the 
Legislature, the Governor shall appoint a successor, who al hold 
his office until the next meeting of the Legislature. 

Sec. 6. No person shall be eligible to the office of J sage of the Su- 


preme Court who shall not have attained the age of thirty years at the 
time of his appointment, and who shall not have been for two years im- . 


mediately preceding, a citizen of the State. , 
SEC. 7. The Supreme Court shall be held twice in each year, at the 
seat of Goyernment, at such times as the Legislature may prescribe,, 


Sec. 8. Immediately upon the first appointment of Judges,as afore- - 
said, the Governor, in the presence of, and with the assistance of the . 


President of the Senate and Secretary of State, shall determine by lot, 


which of said Judges, shall serve for the term of three years, and which ` 


shall serve for the term of six years, and which shall serve for the term 
of nine years; and it shall be the duty ot the Goyernor to issue commis- 
sion accordingly. 

SEC. 9. No Judge of said Court shall sit on the trial of a. cause 
where the parties, or either of them, shall be connected with him by af- 
finity or consanguinity, or where he may be interested in the same, ex- 
cept by the consent of the Judges and of the parties,and whenever a quo- 
rum of said Court are situated as aforesaid, the Governor of the State 
shail, in such cases, especially commission two or more men of law 
knowledge, for the determination thereof. i 

Sec.10. The Judges of said Court shall receive for their sevices a 
compensation to be fixed by law, which shall not be diminished during 
their continuance in office. 


^ 
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Suc. 11. The J udges of thé Circuit Court shall be Logi - the 
Governor, with the ‘advice and consent of the IRAM and shall hold 
their office for the’ term of six years. 

Sxc. 12. No person shall be eligible to ‘the E of J nos of the 
Circuit Court, who shall not, at the time of his appointment, haye at- 
tained the age of twenty-six years, and shall have been mer years 2 
citizen of the State. | 

Sec: 19, The State shall be divided into convenient J udicial Dis- 
tricts. : 

Suc. 14. Circuit Courts shall have original jurisdiction i in ali matters, 
eivil and criminal, within this State; but in civil cases, only, when the 
principal of the amount în controversy exceeds one hundred and fifty 
dollars. ` i MP 
: Suc. 15. A Circuit Court shall be held at least twice in each year, and 
. the Judges of said Courts may interchange ‘circuits with each other, in 
such manner as may be prescribed by law, and ‘shall receive for their 
services a compensation to be fixed: by ‘Jaw, which shall not be dimin- 
ished during their, continuance in office. 

SEO, 16. Chancery Courts shall be -established in each eounty'in the: 
State, with full jurisdiction in all matters of equity, and-of divorce and 


alimony; in matters testamentary, and of administration in minor's ` - 


business, and allotment of dower, and in cases of Kee lunae, and 
persons non-compotes mentis. 

Sec. 17. The Legislature shall divide the State into a convenient 
number of Chancery Dislricts, to be composed vf not; more than four - 
counties, Chancellors shall be appointed, iu the same manner as the : 
Judges of the Circuit Courts. Their qualifications shall be regulated’ 
by law, and they shall sold their office for the term of four years. They, 
shall hóld a court in éach county at least four times in each year, , and. 
shall receive such’ conpensatioîi as may be ‘provided by] law. ear 

Szc.18, The style of all process shall be, * TUE State of Wrong? l 

of “The State’ of Mississippi, i and shall conclude LL against the peace 
and dignity of the same”. . 

SEC, 1% The Clerk of thé Supreme ‘Court et bè — by. said 
Court, forthe term of four years, and the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
and the Clerk of the Chancery Court, shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of their several counties, and shall hold their office for the term 
of four years, and the Legislature shall provide by law, what duties 
shall be performed by the Clerks of the Circuit and Chancery Courts, 
during vacation, subiect to the approval of the Court. 
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Sec. 20. The qualified electors of each county shall elect five persons, 
‘by distriets, for the term oftwo years, who shall constitute a Board of 
“Supervisors for each county, a majority of whom may transact busi- 
ness, Which body shall have full jurisdiction over roads, ferries, and 
‘bridges, and shall order all county elections, to fill vacancies that may 
arise in the offices of their respective counties, and perform such other 
duties as shall be provided by law. The Clerk of the Chancery Court of 
each county shall be the Clerk of such Board of Supervisors. 

Sec. 21. No person shall be eligible as a member of said Board who 
shall not have resided one year in the county, but this qalification shall 
not extend to such new counties as may hereafter be established. until 
one year after their organization, and all vacancies that may occur in 
said Board shall be supplied by election as aforesaid, to the unexpired. 
term. ` 


Sec. 22. Judges of all the Courts of this State, and all other civil oflicers, 
«shall, by virtue of their office, be conservators of the peace, and shall he, 
‘by law, vested with ample powers in that respect. , 


Sec. 23. A competent number of Justices of the Peace and Consta- 
bles shall be chosen in each county, by the qualified electors thereof. by 
«listriets, who shall hold their office for the term of two years. The 
jurisdiction of Justices ofthe Peace shall be limited to causes in which 
the principal of the amount in controversy shall not exceed the sum of 

«one hundred and fity dollars. In all causes tried by a Justice of the 
Peace, the right of appeal shall be secured. under such rulés and regu- 
lations.as shall be prescribed by law. i 


Sec. 94. The Legislature shall,from time to time, establish such other 


inferior Courts as may bé necessary, and abolish the same whenev erthey 
. Shall deem it expedient. 


Sec. 95. There shall be an Attorney General clected by the qualified. d 
electors of the State, and; a competent number of District Attorneys 
- «ghall be elected by the qualitied electors of the. respective , districts, - 
“whose term of service shall be four years, and Whose, duties and com- 
“pensation shall be prescribed by law. 


Sec. 26. Clerks, Sheriffs, and other county officers, f for willful neglect 
of duty or misdemeanor in office, shall be liable to presentment ór ine 


- P 


Xintment By | Grand Jury, and trial by Petit Jury, and upon conviction: rt 


shall be removed from office. 
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* SECTION 1. :Alleleótions by thè people shat be by ballot. c^ 
Sec. 2. All male inhabitants of tis Btate? Except ‘idiots: anal: insane 
persons, and Indians, Gt taxéd citizens of the United. States, or natu- 
‘ralized, twenty-one years bld- opd upwards, who bave resided in'this 
‘State six Months, and in the tonnty oté “honthwext preceding the day 
of election, at whidit said inhabitant effers te vote, and’ who are duly 
‘registered according’ tb thé requireménts-of section three of this arti icle, 
and who are not disqualified by r reason of any crime, are declared ‘to: be 
qualified electors. ` 
SEC. 3. The Legislature shall provide, by law. for the registration of 
all persons entitled to vote at aùy'election and all persons entitled to 
register shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation: 
“I. SET SSL A tan C ER Or do solemnly swear (or affirm), in the 
‘presence of > - Almighty Gd} ‘that -I ‘dim “twenty-one years ‘old, 
that Ï -have 'residéd chte, Stat six months, and Ip... ME 
county one month? ‘that i will faithfully. support'and obey the Constitu- 
on ang laws of iie United "Statés^hud ofthe State of Mississippi; and 
"will bear true faith and ‘allégiance ‘tothe same; that Tain not disfran- 
‘ chiseà in any of the provisions ‘of the:déis'nown asthe reconstrudtion 
cts of ‘the 39th and: 40th Congress,’ ‘and tbat E admitthe: political and 
sivil equality ofall men, so help me God;” Provided, That if Congress 
shall, at any, time, remove the disabilities of any- persón disfranchíséd in 
the said reconstruction ácts of the said 39th E 4^tü^Coisress, (and 
ine Yegislature of this State shall coricurtheréin,) ' tlen'so'mueh of this _ 
oatli, ‘and so ‘inuch “only, as reférs to “the safd reconstr üetión dèts: shall 
“not be required ofs such’ peison, so ‘pirdoned, tó entitle him to be regis- 
‘tered. “Cn gd . e VIE i 
"S50: d: "Ro o pérsói shail be eligible’ Yo any otte of profit or feat d or 
E ahy. office i in tlie* tilii of this State, who i$ nt a ‘qualified elector. ^ 
"sc A. Wo pérson shall Be eligible to any fedor profit ‘or trust, 
eivil or military, in this’ Stati; "who, às A niemberóf the Legistatute, 
‘noted for thé call of the Convention hat passed tlie Ordinance of Séces- 
sion, ot who. as a delegate to any Conyention, voted for or signed any 
ordinance of secession, ot who gave voluut tary aid, counténance, counsel 
"ei encouragement to persoris engaged in armed hostility to the United 
States, or who accepted or attempted to exercise the functions of any 
office, civil or military, under any authority or pretended Government. 
5 
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authority, power, or Constitution, within the United States, hostile or 
inimical thereto, except all persons: who aided reconstruction by voting 
for this Convention, or who have continuously advocated the assembling 

~of this Convention and shall continuously and in good faith advocate the 
acts of the same, but the Legislature may remove such disability ; Provid- 
ed that nothing in this section except voting for or signing the ordinance 
Xf secession shall be so construed as to exclude from office the DU 
«soldier of the late so-called Confederate States army. 

Sec. 6. In time of war, insurrection or rebellion, the right to vote at 
such place, and in such manner as shall be prescribed by- law. shall be 
enjoyed by all persons otherwise entitled. thereto, who may hein the 
“actual military or naval service of the United States or this State; Pro- 
wided said votes be made to apply in the county or precinct wherein they 
weside. 


ARTICLE VII, 
SCHOOL FUNDS, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE. 


SectIen 1. As the stability of a Republican form of government de- 
ends mainly upon the intelligence and virtue of the people, it shall be 
the duty of the Legislature to encourage by all suitable means the pro- 
anotion of intellectual, scientific, moral and agricultural improvement, 
by establishing a uniform system of free public schools, by taxation or 
otherwise, for all children between the ages of (5) five and (21) twenty- 
«one years, and shall, as soon as practicable, establish ‘schools of: higher 
grade. , S 

Sec. 2. There dl be a Superintendent. of Public Edueatigh, elected at 
the same'time and in the same manner. as the Governor, who. shall have 
athe qualification of the Secretary of State, and "hold: his ‘office for four 
years, and until bis successor shall be elected and qualified, whose duties 
“shall be the general supervision ‘of the, common’, “schools and the. educa- 
$ional interests of the State, and who shall va such other duties 
pertaining to his office, and receive such compensation a as. Shall be pre- 
«scribed by. law; he shall report, E the. Legislature, for. its adoption, 
within twenty ‘days after the opening of its first session under this. Con- 
stitution, 2 uniform system of free public schools. . 5 

SEC. 9. There shall be a Board of Education, consisting of the ‘See- 
xetary of State, the Attorney General and the Superintendent of Public 
Education, for the management and investment of the / school funds, 
sander the general direction of the Legislature, and Io perform such 
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other duties as may be preseribed by law. The Superintendent and one 
other of said board shall constitute a-quorum. : p 
Src. 4. There shall be a Superintendent of Public Education, in each 
‘county who shalljbe appointed by the Board of Education, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; whose term of office shall betwo 
‘years, and, whose compensation and duties shall be prescribed by law; 
Provided, that the Legislature shall have power: to make said-office ef 
County. School Superintendent of the-seyeral counties elective, as other 
county officers are. , ` 


Sec. 5. A publie school or schools shall bé maintained in each school 
district at least four months in each year. Any school district neglect- 
ing to maintain such school or schools shall be deprived for that year of 
its proportion of the income of. the free school fund andof all funds aris- 
ing from taxes for the support of schools. 

Sec. 6. There shall be established a Common School Fund which shall 

i consist of the proceeds of.the lands now belonging to the State, hereto- 
fore- granted by the United States, and of the lands - known as“swamp 
Jude" except the swamp. lands lying and situated’ on Denn ‘river, in 
the counties of Hancock, Marion, Lawrence, Simpson and:Copish; and 
of all lands now or hereafter vested in. the State ‘by eseliedt or purchase, 
‘or forfeiture fot taxes, "and the clear: proceéds-of All fines dollected in the 
several-couritiesi for any breach of the penal laws, and all: Iófieys rèceiv- 
ed for licenses granted under the general laws Of the pg ‘the- sale 

‘of intoxicating liquor; or keeping of arámi shops all. Moneys paid” as’ ‘an. 

 equivalént for pérsdiis exempt: froniiniflitary: diity;-and the finds arising 
from the consolidation of the Congressional township funds, ‘ànd’ the 

| dands belonging thereto, together with 4it-moneys donated to the State 
` for school purposes; which: funds shall be’ securely investetio Whited 
States Bonds and rematn:a:perpetdal:fund, which may bë inereasedbut 

` -mot-diimihished, the interestof which: ishall: “bE: er appropri 
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U Su T. ^ "Thé Legislature dia Tey a a polist : riot d "ies two. ‘dollars 


“Sq headin aid'of tlie School find, and fór fo other purpose. EP 


;, See, 8.. The. Legislature. Shall, as. $000,128, practicable; proyide-for the 


isu rt 


establishment of, An; Agricultural, College.or Colleges,sang.;shall; appro- 


"A de 


P" ,,prigte i the, pwo, hundred; and ten, thousand, .acres,of; lang Lonated Jo: the 
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Státe for the support of such a College. be, the act-of Congress passed 
ta July, 20, A. D; 1868, « or. the. money; gi Qr, SCUID; + as, ithe. fase Imay bes: arising 
,frem; the sale of said lands ot ap? dands whieh my PRS SC 
E appropriated for euch, purposes. «ir ot GH 
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i Sec S. No religious sect or sects shall ever control aby prtzot Xhe 
^ School or university funds-of.this State. "`": ca S 
Sec. 10. The Legislature shall. from time to time, as may be neces- 
sary, provide for the levy-and collection of stich other‘taixex’as may be 
. required to properly support the. system of free ‘scliools hérein adopted, 
and all school fands shall be divided pro rata among i the children of 
«8ehool age. i RT 
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ARTICLE IX. 


MILITIA, ' 


. Section 1.. All able bodied male citizens of this State, between the 
ages of eighteen (18) and forty-five (45) years, shall be lidble to military 
kee in the militia of this State, iù such manner. asthe Legislature shall 
provide, not.incompatible-with this, Constitutions and the Constitution 
and laws of the United States. '' ; E 
. SEC. 2.» The. Legislatnre shall provide | for. the organizing, arming 
‘equipping, and discipline of. the militia, and for paying the sime when 
called into active services, 03. - ‘ wf 
. Suc. 3 Itshall be the duty of the fest Legislatnré to make ‘esnch laws 
. as. shall be necessary to. Ramediately ‘create an effective. militia in this 
<. State. — Di A we Qe EY? z 
SEG. A AN officers of militia, except non-commissioned officers, shall 
. -be appointed hy the Governor, by and with the consent of thè Senate, 
. and shall be chosen. for their. military knowledge, their experience in 
arms, and their fidelity and.loyalty; and no commissioned officer shall 
be removed from office except by the Sénate, on; recommendation of tthe 
. Governor, stating the grounds on which such removal is recommended 

i ot by the decision of a court martial, pursuant, to law, vr at his own, Te- 
quest. 

- ee. 5. "Ine Governór shall be Conimahder-ir-Chief* of the militia, 
except when it is called into the sérvice “of the United States, ‘snd shall 
have power to call forth the militia to execute the davis repel füvation, 
and to suppress riots and insurrections. ] 

ft ‘See. 6," The Governor shall nominate, and by and with the'corisenit of 
thé Senate, commission one Major-General for the State, who shalf’be a 
citizen thereof; and also, one Brigadier Generat for éach Cohgressional 
District, who shall be a resident of the distriet for which he shall be ap- 

pointed, and each district shall constitute a Militia Division. 
Sec. 7. The Adjutant General, and other staff officers to the Com- 
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mander-in-Chief, shall be appointed by the Governor, and their appoint- 
ment shall expire with the Governor’ S terni of office. Au 


Sec. 8. The militia shall be exempt ‘from ‘arrest during their attend- 
ance on’ musters, andin-going:to And returning: from theg- sane FASSA . 


in case of treason, felony, or breach of the peace: 7 545 
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i l INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. | , EE 


Srerion."1.. The Legislature, at its first regular séssion "zer He 
adoption of this Constitution, shall provide for the organization of AV 
Board of Public Works, prescribeits duties; tix the compensation ‘ot its 
members, and all officers employed upon publie works in the State. > 
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iene cs ARTICOLE XL è n. «a 
n APPORTIONMENT. a SR 
snai E ` Until the first enumeration and a new apportionment ..; 

shall bemade as provided and directed in this Constitution, the appor- 

tionment of Senators. and Representatives anong the several counties - 

and districts in, this, State shall be as follows;:^. * o -. a 
Is. The county of. Warren five Representatives. 

s. The counties of. Hinds and Lowndes,cach 4 four: Representatives! 
x The counties of Adams, Carroll, DeSoto, Holmes,. Madison. <- 

SE Nexuben, EE and uu each. three Repre- 

sentatives... .. age s a ‘è: A ga 
4th. The: count of Weak Chickasaw: Ghote Claiborae; Copiah, .. 

Jefferson, Lafayette, Lauderdale, Pontotoc, Oktibbeha; Panola,. Tippah, 

Wilkinson, Yalobusha, Tishomingo and ata each two FRITTE 2 

tabiveR soc ono adt fogto LI è gus F di on 
bth. 'The counties of Amite, Bolivar, Se EN -Franklin, 3 

{ssaqueng, Itawamba, Jasper, Kemper, Lawrence, Leake, Lee, Pike, Sun~ 

flower, Scott, Tallahatchie, Winston, Simpson, Coahoma, Tunica, Newton; > 

Neshoba, Ooxington, Smith, Wayne, Davis, Greene, Jackson, Hancock, 

Marion, Harrison and Perry<each one Representative. |... -u 


+ ££ d a omy vd 
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Ist. The ie of Hancont. Harrison, Ji ackson, Marion. Gresie and 
Perry, shall form the first-district, and elect. oue Senator. - ° , .. 
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ad. The counties of wien and Amite, the sosta BEE and 
one Senator. 


3d. 'The counties of Pike, Lawrence and Cov ington; the third district, 
aad one Senator. 

4th. The county of Adams, the fourth district, and one Senator. 

5th. The counties of Franklin and Jefferson, the fifth district, and 
one Senator. , 

6th. The counties of Claiborne and ERE the sixth LA and one 
Senator. ‘ 2 

fth. The counties of Warren and ates the seventh eme and 
two Senators. 


Sth. The counties of Hinds, Ranki: and Simpson, the eighth dei 
and two Senators. o i 

9th. The counties of Davis, Jasper, Clark, and Wayne, the ninth dis- 
trict, and one Senator. 


.10th, The counties of Lauderdale and Kemper, the tenth district, and 
One Benator.. 


lih. The counties of Newton Smith, ‘and Scott; da eleventh district, - 
and one Senator. ' 

12th. The connty of Madison, the twelfth district, and one Senator. 

13th. The county of Yazoo, the thirteenth district, and one Senator: 

14th. - The counties of Washington and Sunflower, the fourteenth d ui 
trict, and one Senator. : = vi 

15th. The county of Holmes, the fifteenth district, ánd one Senator. 

16th. The comittes of Attala, Leake and Nehona, the sixteenth dis-' 
riet, and one Senator. ` m 


17th. ‘The county of Noxubee," ‘thie severiteenith | tit, and” one" 
Senator, i 


18th. The counties of Lowndes and Oktibbeha, me eighteenth dis 
trict, and two Senators. 


19th. The counties of Choótaw' and Winston, the nineteenth gem, 
and one Senator. = ze: 
20th. The county of Carroll, T twentieth district, a and one ne 
21st. The counties of Calhoun and Yalobusha, the twenty-first dis- 
trict, and one Senator. 


22d. The counties of Chickasaw and ‘Monroe, the i ee dis- 
trict, and two Senators. - à 


23d. The counties of Bolivar, Cohhoma, atid Tunica, thé twenty-third 
district, aud one Senator. 


24th. The counties of Panola and Tallahatchie, the twenty-fourth 
district, and one Senator. 
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‘95th. The county of DeSüto, the twenty-fifth district, and one 
Senator. 

26th. The county of Marshall, the twenty- -sixth district, and one 
Senator. 

27th. The counties of Lafayette and Pontotoc, the twerity -sevéntls 
district, and one Senator. ` 

Bth. The counties ef Tishomingo and Itawamba, the twenty-eightls 
district, and one Senator. 

29th. The counties of Tippen and Lee, the twenty-ninth district, anc 
one Senator’ WE "EN | k 
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e ARTIOLE xn 


EC E -GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


/Siériox i, The politica year of the State of ‘Mississippi shall com 
mence on the first Monday of J anuary in edch year, and the general 
election shall be holden on the Li Tuesday: fscotedinig the first Monday 
in Noveniber; bicanially- E à 

Sec, 2, The Legislature shalt pass laws t6 exclude from officé, and 
from suffrage, ‘those who ‘shall hereafter be convicted of bribery, perjury, 
forgery, or other high érimes or misdémeanors; ; and: ‘every person shalt 
be disqualiiiéd from holding any office, or place of honor, ‘profit or trast; 
under the authority of this State; who shail be convicted of having given: 
or ‘offered i any “bribe to procnre | ‘his éléction or  appóintment. S 

Suc, 3. . No ) person ` ‘who denies the existence of a Supreme’ Béing shall 
| hold any office in this State, xw MEME 
Bro. 4, The Legislature ae provide by. Jaw for ‘thie indictment ane 


ph ene 


owing to prejudiée,. or any, Gre cause. ali impartial gränd o petit jury 
cannot be empannelled in the county in | which the offence Was committer. 

. Spe. 5. The credit of the State shall not be pledged: ör loaned in aid 
of. Any person, ‘association, or corporation; nor shall the State, herefter. 
become a stockholder i in any corporation or association. i 

. Seç, 8. The term of office, of ali county, township, and preeinot T 
cers, shall expire y within thirty days after this Constitution shall have beer» 
ratified, and the Governor shall, by and with theadvice and consent of thé 
Senate. thereafter appoint such officers, whose term of office shall continue 
until the Legislature shall provide, by law, for an electicn of said offi- 
«ers; Provided, The present incumbents of all county, township, dis- 
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trict and beat oftices shall hold their respective offices until their succes- 
sors are legally appointed or elected, and duly qualified. 

SEC. f. In all cases. not otherwise, provided for in this Constitution, 
the Legislature may determine the mode of filling all vacancies în all 
Offices, and shall define their, respective powers. and, provide suitüble 
compensation for all officers. ` 

SEC. 8. , The Legislature. at its first session. shall provide by law for 
the sale of ‘all delinquent tax lands. The courts shall apply, the same 
liberal principles in favor of such titles.as in sale by execution. ' | S 

Sec. 9° No laws of a general ‘feature, unless otherwise provided’ for, 
shall be enforced until sixty days after the passage thereof. l 

Sec. 10. -Tt shall be the duty of the "Legislature to regulate, by law, 
the cases in which deductions shall be made from salaries of publie of- 
fieers for neglect of duty in their official. capacity, and the amount of 
said deduction. 

Sec. 11. The Legislature, at its first session under this Constitution, 
shall have authority to designate, by law, such loyal paper, or papers, in 
each Circuit Court District, as shall publish. all legal advertising, and 
such official printing as shall be required, by law, in n such Circuit Court 
District, and fix the compensation, therefor. d di 

Sec. 12. No cor porate body shall, hereafter, be created, renewed, er 
extended, with the privilege of making, issuin e or putting i in cìrcula- 
tion, any notes, bile: or other paper, or the ‘paper of any other bank. to 

l circulate, aş money; and the Legislature shall, prohibit, by law, individu- 
als or corporations. from i issuing bills, checks, tickets, promisory notes, 
or other, papers, as money. . But nothing herein contained shall be. con- 


bold 


- gec. 13. The property of” all A, Tor pecuniary profit, shall 
be subject.to taxation, the seme as that of individuals.’ [ona 

‘SEC. 14. The degislature “shall not hutliorizé" any Gomm, city; or 
town, i to become ^ stockholder i in, or to logn ` ‘its credit to any cómpany; 
association, or corporation, unleîs two-thirds of the’ qualified voters öf 
suçh county, city, or town, at a Special election; o: or regular Seca, to be 
held therein,;shall assent thereto. tas E 

Sec. 15, The Leglslature shall pev er authorize any Lottery. nor shall 
the sale of Lottery tickets be allowed, nor shall : any r Lottery heretofore 
authorized, be per mitted to be drawn, or tickets therein to be sold. 

Sec. 16. Kä county shall he denied the right to raise, by special tax, 
money sufficient to pay. for the building and repairing of éourt-hónses, 
jails, bridges; and other necessary conveniences n the peopte of tng 
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county; and money thus collected, shall never be appropriated for any 
other purpose; Provided, thé'tg* (hus Jevied, shall be a certain per, 
cent. on alltax levied by the State. i 

ES Ju "Lidbilitiés of: Banks, ‘Associations, and- other corporations, 
- stall De seduted by Legislative -eactinents + Dut in «all ‘pases; Do stock- 
noldér shall bé'individually liable over’ and above the stock by himor- 
her owned, unless so specified in the articles of association or act ofin: 
-Gorporation. nica j 

“poe 18. All lands sold-in.. pursuance of decree of courts or execution, 
‘shall: he divided into, tracts not to exGeed one hundred and sixty acres. 

«Bro: 19. Returns of all elections by, the: people- shall: be made to the 
‘Secretary. of State in such manner as may he preseribed by law. -. 

- Spe. ""Paxation shall be equal. and uniform throughout the State. 
All property shall be taxed in proportion to its Dee ro be ascertained, 
-as directed by law. >... i 

SEC, 21. TheState of Mississippi "hall never assume nor pay aug, E 
«debt oroblig gation contracted in, aid of the rebellion, nor shall this State 
“ever in any manner claim from the United States or make any allow- 
‘ante or compensation for slayes emancipated or liberated in any way 
"whateyer since. the 9th day of January, 1861. . 

Sec. 22. Allpersons.who have not been married. but s are now living 
"together, and cohabiting as, husband and wife, shall be taken and heid 
for all purposes in law, as married, and their children, whether bom 
‘before or.after the ratification of this Constitution, shall, de legitimate, 
«and the Legiglaturè. may, by- Jaw, punish adultery ; and concubinage. 

Sec. 23,, There shall be a. Commissioner of Immigration, ‘and Agri- 
‘gulture, who shall be elected by the Legislature on joint ballot, who 
shall hold his office for the term of four years unless sooner removed by 
daw. 

Sec. 24. The next Legislature shall ‘have power to repeal statutes of 
limitation, pass relief, stay inj junction. insolvent and homestead laws, and 
to pass any and every aet deemed necessary for the relief of debtors, 
‘subject only to the restrictions imposed by the Constitution of the United 
"States. a E " 

SEC. 25. Representatives i in Congress to en the ‘existing vacancies 
- «shall be elected ‘at’ the'same time this Constitution is submitted to the 
.eléctors of the Biate for ratificatión, and for the full term:next suüceeed-: 
fug their election, and thereafter:elections for Representatives in;Cón-— 
gress shall bé held biénninHy: The first election :shall be held onthe 
first Tuesday after the -first Monday î in November preceeding the-expit- 
ration xd ‘said full term: US E : 


Sp CONSTITUTION. 
Sec. 26. Members of the Legislature and all, other officers Se or 
appointed to any office in this State shall, before entering upon the dìs- 
charge of the duties thereof, take and subscribe the following oath ‘of 
office:  . 
OATH OF. OFFICE. 


F, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will “ua 
support and true allegianoa bear the Constitution -of the United States 
and the State of Mississippi, and obey the laws thereof ;:that -$ am not 
disqualified from holding office by the Constitution of the United States, - 
or the State of Mississippi; that I have never as a member of any Cor- 
vention voted for or signed any ‘ordinance of secession: that I have- 
never as a member of any State Legislature, voted tor the call of ang ` 
Convention that passed any such ordinance; that I will faithfully dis- 
<harge the duties of the office upon: which : Iam abouito enter. - ‘Bo d 
me God. ` 

“Suc. 27. "It shall be the duty of the’ Y'eglitature' to VS by law for - 
the support of institutions for'the Education òf the Deaf, Diab and 
Blind; and also, for the treatment and care of the Insdne. 

SRO. 28. The Legislature shall provide Houses of: ‘Refuge for the cbs 
rection and reformation of Juvenile offenders. rn 

Sec. 29. The County Boarüds'shall have power to provide farms as ar 
Asylum for those persons, who by reason of age, infirmity orother mis-- 

fortune niay have claims upon the sympathy and aid of society. 


e 


———— 
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ARTICLE XIII. ` 
i | ORDINANCE AND BOHEDULE. © cM 
MODE OF REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. . NEGER 


Whenever iwo-thirds of each branch of the. Legislature shall, deem 
any change, alteration, or amendment ,necessary:to- this Constitution,. 
such proposed change. alteration or amendment, shall beread.and passe 
by ‘a two-thirds vote of each. House respectively on each.day for 
three several days; publie notice shall then be given by the Secretary 
efState at least three months preceding the next general election, at. 
which the qualified electors shall vote directly for or against suci» 
change, alteratlon, or amendment; and if more than one amendment 
shall be submitted at one time, they shall be submitted in such manner- 


CONSTITUTION. Br 
and form that the peopleanzy vote for or against each, amendment sepa 
rately; and.if itshall appear that a majority of the qualified electors 
voting for members'of the, Legislature shall have voted for the proposed: 
change, alteration, or amendment, then it. shall be inserted, by the next: 
sucoecding Legislature asa part of this, Constitution, and not her: 
wise. T e 


Provided, ‘That no amendment.which may ‘be made prior to "the year- 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five shall in’ any ‘mariner effect: 
the ei eighteenth section n of the Bill of Rights: - 


* 
D ec. 


SCHEDULE. B 
thy t5 " E , ° b ol r n 
Bons 1. DU "The" Ordinance ‘Of Secession of the State of Mississippi, 
passed January’ 9th; 1861, is hereby- declared tó be null and void. "The-. 
present and all previous Constitutions of the State of Mississippi, are~- 
hereby declared: to. berepealed and'annulled: by this-Constitution. 


Sec. 2; ` All laws now în force in this State, not enacted in further ` 
ance of secession and: rebellion, ‘and not repugnant’ to this Constitution... 
shall continue‘in operation until’ they shall expire by their ovii limita— 
tion, or be alteréd or repealed by the Legislature, except the heréinafter 
mentioned laws, to-wit : ' : Tae SA, i ` 

“An act to change thé ndnie of the county ‘of Jones, and for other pur 
poses," approved December 1, A. D, 1865. 

5 Am dct to establish à férry across the Mississippi river, at Viotsburg? 
approved Noveniberdò, A: D.1885. "rr: 

“An'actito provide forthe removal and lodation of the seat of J uice 
ofBbott county, approved Novéniber 8, ALD. 1865. * 

& Ar set supplemental’ Greng get entitled’ án aét to! provide for the re 
moval and loéation bf tlie sept of Justice oF Scott Sch approved Nov.- 
8, 1865; approved Deb. 1,"A. Di-1865.": GENEE 


Sac. 3. The Legislature shall provide: Sh the removal of. causes now - 
pending in the courts’ ‘of this State, to courts created by e or under this 
Constitution’ sce ve ‘ 


PEN P ^ £s 
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pe " i “Tmuiediately: upon the adjournmentot € this Gohvention, ‘this 
Constitution shall be submitted.for ratification tothe régistered "voters 
of the State, in conformity with the acts of Congress, passed March 2, 
1867. entitled “An act to provide. for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States,” and the acts supplementary thereto. 


è 
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Src. 5.. The election for the ratification of this Constitution shall com- 


mence on the 22d day of June, AF D: 1868, and be held at such places, l 


and shall continue such time as the Commanding General of the Fourth 


Military Dictriet may direct, and tie polls shall be kept open from‘eight . 


o'élock a: M. until seven o'clock P. w., each day; AtSaid election «all ' 


those in favor of ratifying thé Constitution’ shall have Written Gr printed: ` 


on their ballots, the words: “For Cotistitution;” and-those óppósed to 


Ki 


the ratification of thé same; shall-hgve written ët -prinzed on‘ their 


ballots, the words: ~“ Against Constitution," but no person shall vote 
for or-against this Constitution on a separate ballot from ‘that cast by 


him for officers to be elected at said election under this Constitution, : .. 
Sec. 6. In order to establish a civil goverument: as required'by the ` 


act of Congress. approved March 2d, 1867. and the acts supplementary 
thereto, an election shall be held at-the same time and place, at which 
the Constitution is submitted for ratification, for all State officers, in- 
cluding members of the Legislature,.and for Representatives in .Con- 


de 


gress, at which election the electors who are qualified under , the Recon- , 


struction Acts of Congress shall vote and; snone other. ; «r, 


à 


Sec. 7. The Committee of five appointed under-the authority of this . 


Convention shall appoint three Commissioners.of Election for each 
county, whose duty it shall be to attend the election for the - ratification 


or rejection of the Constitution, who" shall also, at. the same.time and | 


place, attend the election for all-officers,and , representatives herein Ory 


dered, and be present at the counting of the votes, and forward the re- 
sult of the same to the chairman of said committee ades three. geck 
thereafter. EE z 

Sec. 8. The Legislature deefe under this. Constitution shall hold 


ES Lm 


its first session in the Capitol, sn the, city of Jackson, on the second, 


Monday after theofficial promulgation of.the ratification of this -Con- 


Pv 


stitution, and shall proceed immediately upon its. organization to vote 


upon the,adoptionof the fourteenth amendment ofsthe Constitution, of 


the United States; proposed by. Congress, and passed June 13, 1806. - 


Said Legislature shall not have power to enact any laws relative to the 
per diem ‘of members, nor on any other subject, after organization, until 
said Constitutional amendment, shall have been adopted, 


Sec. 9. The first term of all eivil officers elected at the same time ‘ths 


Constitution is submitted for ratification.or rejection, shall commence on 
the second Monday after their ‘election shall have been officially pro- 
mulgated, and shall continue to hold from said time'until the open 
of the first full term succeeding said election. ‘>. + 


* 
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Sac. 10. The Commissioners of Election herein. “provided: for; shall 
receive the same compensation per day, while in “attendance upon elec- 
tions, and allowances fox transportation (when: aetial disbursements 
have been made. .) as registrars, and shall be paid, out of.any funds i in the 
State Treasury to the credit of the Converition tund, upon the cettift- 


x 


cate of the Chairman of said Committee of five. i 15. 7 ^ is. 


Suc. 11. The committee of. five appointed by, this: Coup is 
hereby authorized and empowered to adjust all ontstanding accounts 
against the sanie, and certifg to' their correetness, ` ‘and ‘the Auditor of 
Public Accounts shall i issue hig warrant in payment therepf: . S 


Sec. 12. Wien this Convention adjourns it shall be, subject to the call 
of the committee of five sippoihted by this Convention; ‘Provided; ‘that 
should the Constitution be ratifiéd, this Convention shall théreafter’ be 
deemed adjourned sine die, but in case the Constitution Should not be 
ratified, then the Convention may be reconvened by said pore. 


Suc. 13. Said committee: shall have ‘authority to ‘employ a 
elerk and-to entorce the collection of the taxes leyied by the several 
ordinances of this Convention, ; and to perform any 3 and all duties apper- 
taining Di the same. - 

Suc. Tas. The members of she committee DE five, p dp Mus 


2» a 


as the members of the Conventida. epe ptf 


Sec. 15; If any cantlidate receiving the highest ia of yotés cast, 
eannot take the oath of office prescribed i in this Constitution, then, and 
in that ease, the candidate receiving the next highest vote shall - bé énti- 


Bed to enter upon and perform the duties of the office upon taking and 


subseribing to said oath. l 
gia . E $ Tg 6x E ve re ahr E 
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EIST OF DELEGATES WHO -SIGNED THE CONSTITUTION. >` 
[4 > 


B. B. EGGLESTON, President and -Delegate . from 


s . ©. Lowndes County.. =: | 
A. ALDERSON,  . Jefferson County. 
ROP'T J. ALCORN, Yalobusha do 


HORATIO N, BALLARD, Desoto do 
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H. W. BARRY, Holmes County. 
CHAS. W. BEAM, ` ©’ Franklin do 

PERES BONNEY, Pike . do 

N. B. BRIDGES, Choctaw do 

JNO. C BRINSON, Rankin do. 

C. CALDWELL, Hinds do^ 
EDWARD J. CASTELLO,- Adams. ` do. 
"CARLOS CHAPMAN, Covington | de © 

N. J. CHAPPELL, ‘ Noxubee ` do’ 
“CHAS. W. CLARKE. ` Delegate Yazoo County, ` 
S. C. CONLY, .  . > Attala = de 
"WW. T. COMBASH, Washington ' "^ do 
W. BEN. CUNN INGHAM, Madison do 

A. S. DOWD, , 5s, "Goen. do 
AMOS DRAINE, = Madison de 
JOHN ELLIOTT, 7 c  Hawambag ^ ^7 do 
JAMES ELLIOTT, ^ "Mone as do 
JOHN FAWN. o Washington >- do =” 
CHARLES W. FITZAUGH, Wilkinson” $ do 7 
WW. H GIBBS; ent  -de ecc de oc 
EMANUEL HANDY, Copiah ` ^ de 
JERRE HAUSER, Kemper do 

J. LEWELLEN HERBERT, Monroe do 

‘G. H. HOLLAND, ' Choctaw do 
A. BR HOWE, - «ie Panoias Ti doe 
W. A. HUTTO; *: ^  Neshoba de 


HENRY P: JACOBS. Adams ^ do 
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A. J. JAMISON. Chickasaw County. 
A. JOHNSON, Warren do 
J. H. KERR, : — Oalhou °?“ do 

. M. H. LACK; Scott . U do 
W. LAWSON, - Lawrence do l 
BENJ. LEAS, - Warren: "^" de 
"WILLIAM LEONARD, . Yazoo ©.» de- 
HENRY" MAYSON, -` Hinds : do 
H. MASK, B Tishomingo do 
H. MUSGROVE,' * ` Clarke : ER 
-J. AARON MOORE,’ © © ‘Lauderdale ‘do ` 
A. T. MORGAN, © Yazoo 5 =. do o 
«CYRUS' MYERS, "^ Rankin ©’. ^ do 
A. MYGATT, '"U * Warren «* do 
«GEO. C. McKEE, ` ., Warren ° do 
W. V. McKNIGHT, | ' Jasper do 
M. T. NEWSOM, Claiborne do 
W. D. NESBIT, DeSoto . do 
-JASON NILES, Attala do 
I. OZANNE, Panola de 
RED. PARSONS, Adams ` do 
J. R. PARSONS, Hinds e 
‘€. A. PEYTON, Hinds do 
S. H. POWELL, Noxubee do 
D. N. QUINN, Sunflower do 
.JEHIEL RAILSBACK, Bolivar do 


-JARED RICHARDSON, Winston do 
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ISHAM STEWART, 
DOCTOR STITES, 
GEO. STOVALL, 


THOMAS W. STRINGER, Warren 


EDWARD H. STILES,.. 
E. R. SMITH, 
H. P. TOY, 

HENRY W. WARREN,. 
JAMES WEIR, 


D Mc 4. WILLIAMS, . 


J. B. WOODMANSEE,: 
WM YEOMAN, 
Attest: 


County. o ` 


» Noxubee 
. Washington do 
e Carroll s dos 
..doe 
Claiborne. >., e `. Fic 


.^ Chickasaw’ 
Îssaquena 


Leake 


Oktibbeha , 


Holmes 
`" Monroe 
', Wayne 


‘i de 


Zr - > 
OO WEEK 
` Fa 


de. , 


do 


THAD..P. SEARS, Secretary. 


MILITARY ORDER 
Providing for the Ratification of the Constitution and the 
Election of State Officers, including Senators and Represen- 


‘tatives in the State Legislature and members of the House 
-ot ‘Representatives of the United States Congress. 


H D 
Ser 
* 


HEADQUARTERS 4TH MILITARY DISTRICT, . 
, (MISSISSIPPI AND ARKANSAS 3 
` Wicksburg, Miss., May 19, 1868. 


Da 19: 


GENERAL Dux ` 
I. The Mississippi Constitutional Convention, convened at. J ackson, 
Mississippi, in ‘compliance with General Orders .No. 37, series of 1867 , 
from these Headquarters, having framed, a Constitution and civil gov- 
ernment i in ‘conformity with thelaws of the United States, Engen. as the e 
o Recoiistruction Acts,” and haying ‘provided for the submitting of. said 
Constitution to thé registered voters for ‘ratification or rejection, and 
having provided for | an ‘election of State officers, including Senators and 


A vi os 


ai 


Representatives” in the State Legislature, : and’ members of the House. of ., 
Representatives of the United States Congress, at an election’ to be con- po 


ducted’ by. and unde” ‘the ‘orders “of thé ‘Commanding General, of the. 
Distriet; said *eléction'i is by : authority’ of the above cited laws andi in ac~ 
cordance with an ordinance of said ‘Convention, hereby ordered. ‘to be. 
held in Mississippi, beginning the 23d ‘day of J une, 1868, and continuing 
‘until completed, as heréináfter prestribed, at which election the qualified 
electors may vote “For Constitution,” or “Against Constitution,” and 
also upon the same hallots for the officers heréih refer red to. 
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II. Commencing fourteen days before the election, the Boards of Reg— 
istration will meet atthe county seat or such other place in their respee- 
iive counties as will be the most accessible to the people, after reasonable- 
public notice of the time and place thereof has been given by the retain- 
ed registrar. by means of a general and thorough distribution and post- 
ing of the printed notices furnished from these Headquarters for that. 
purpose, and revise fora period of five daysthe registration lists, andy. 
upon being satisfied that any person not entitled, hereto has been regis- 
tered, will strike the name of such person from the list, and suth persone 
shall not be allowed to vote. The Boards will also, during the same 
period, add to the registry the names of persons who, at the time possess: 
the qualifications required by law, and who have-not already registeret. 
All changes made in the registration lists will be, immediately "upon. 
ihe termination of the period mentioned, reported by letter to these: 
Headquarters. These reports must show the namesof the persons added: 
or erased, the precinct and the number of the certificate of registration 
In cases of erasure the reason will be given. ‘Tf no changes are made: 
that fact must be reported. 

III. In order to secure as nearly as possible a full expression of the: 
voice of the people, the election will be held at each precinct of every” 
county of the State of Mississippi, and, as required "Deg law, under the: 
supervision of the County Boards of Registration. The method of con- 
ducting the election in each county will be as follows: At the meeting: 
provided for in the foregoing paragraph each Board of Registrars will 
divide the whole number of election precincts of their respective coun-- 
ties into three portions, as nearly equal in number; as possible, and assign. 
one of the shares thus made to each registrar, who will be responsible: l 
for the proper conduct of the election therein. Thereupon each regis-- 

| trar will appoint a 'judge and, clerk of election, who, with himself, will. 
eonstitute the “Commissioners of Election,” for all the precincts of. his. I 
district. Each registrar will provide himself with a ballot-box, with. 
Jock and key, and of sufficient size to. , contain. the "ballots, of all the. 
registered voters in his entire share of the county. Each registrar wilt. , 
give full and timely notice throughout his district of the day of elec— 
tion in each precinct, by means of handbills türnished for that purpose,., 
go that he, with his judge and clerk, can proceed from precinct to pre- . 
einct of his district, and hold election on consecutive days—when the. 


ba 


. distance between precincts wil permit—with a view to the early com— 


pletion of the voting. The election will be by ballot, and will be con- 
ducted, in al details not herein prescribed, according to the custom here- 
tofore in use in the State. Each ballot will have written or printed 
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upon T ‘ For ‘Gonstitution” or * ‘Against Constitution,” and iher names ` : 
of the officers voted for. ‘The Commissioners of: Election will, at any ,. 
precinct in their share of the county, receive the votes of persons regis- ._ 
tered in that. share; Each voter, in offering.his ballot, must exhibit his 
certificate of registry, across the face of-which the clerk of eleetion 
will write liis name in red ink, and.the word “Voted,” with date, thus 
cancelling the certificate, and indicating that a vote has been cast upon 
that certificate at this election: at thesame.time the registrar will check 
off the voter's name on the precint book, serving as “ poll- book.” . The 
polis will be ppened at S o'clock a. M. at each precinct, and will be 
kept continuously open until 7 SM at ;whieh time the polls will he 
closed, Before opening the polls the ballot-boxes will be opened and 
inspected by: the Commissioners of Eleetion, to ascertain that they then — 
contain no ballots, and in this condition will be.exposed to the view. of 
the persons who may bein attendance. Then, in public, they will be 
closed, locked, aud: the locks séaled. -The baliot-boxes will not be un- | 
locked or opened until the election in the entire county is ended. Each 
day at the close of the election the opening in the boxes through which 
the ballots are deposited, will be closed by a covering of thick paper, 
securely seuled with wax: Fhis covering will be preserved until voting 
is resumed. The: sealing dnd Opening of the SCH in the manner di- 
rected, will be done in public. : 

The registrars wil begin the election at the most remote recle: 
and proceed by the most practitàble route, from» prepinct to-precinct, to 
tbe county seat or other place where the revision:of.the registration 
may have been held, and upon the ‘arrival thereat. of al the Commis- - 
sioners of Election they wilt at once open one poll and hold the election 
one day for that precinct, at which poll, however, any registered: voter. : 
- of the county, who has riot previously voted, may cast his ballot. The 
voting at this poll will elose the election for the county. Within twen- 
ty-four hours after the closing of the election in each county, the bal- 
lot-boxes.will be opened, the ballots counted; and return of the election 
made upon the blank forms. prescribed arid furnished, and delivered to: 
the hands of a registrar to be hereafter designated, who will at once 
bring them to these Headquaffers. Before the opening of the ballot- 
boxes the registrars will invite at least one suitable person of each poli- 
tical party to bein attendance during the.counting of the ballots and 
the making up of the return. Such persons will be afforded a fair op- 
portunity of seeing that no frands are committed, but in no instance and 
under no pretence wil any return be made by the Commissioners of 
Election except in the manner above prescribed. 
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IV. Judges and clerks of election will be selected by registrars, pre- 
ferably, from among the residents of their respective districts; but if 
they cannot be obtained therein, competent and qualified under the law, 


then from among the- residents of the county; and if not obtainable in 


the'eounty, then from the State at'large. They are required to take and 
subscribe to the oath of office prescribed by the act of Congress of July 
2, 1862, which oath may be administered by the registrar. The oaths, 


properly subscribed, will be forwarded immediately for file in the office . 


of the Acting Assistant Adjutarit Genéral at these Headquarters. 

The pay ofthese officers will be six (6) dollars per diem for each day 
they’ are actually employed on their legitimate duties, and their actual 
expenses of transportation within the county. 

V. In accordance with the act of Congress, which Greg a law 


March 11, 1868, any person duly registered ini the State ‘of Mississippi - 


will be permitted to vote in the election precinct wherehe offers to vote, 
when he has resided therein ten days next preceding the election, upon 
presentiütion of his certificate of registration, showing that he has not 
voted at this election, and upoh making oath before Che Commissioners 
that he has resided in said precinct for the time specified. All ballots 
received under the provisions of this paragraph will be firmly append- 


ed to thé oath, and in this mannér joined; transmitted with the returns : 


and othér ballots, to these Headquarters. Blank oaths, for the use of vo- 


ters under the provisions hereof, will be furnished to the e : 


of Election from these Headquarters. 
VI. The Commissioners of election: will -prepare and Ee with 


the election returns a list of the registered electors in’ each precinet.who . 


have not voted at this election, and a list of all voters under the pro- 
visions of the foregoing: paragraph; who: have.voted at this election. 


Such lists will show the nameof each person; whether white or-colored, - 


the number of his certificate of Wee snd the precinctin which 
he is registered. -- AE. 


VII. None but registered voters will be perinittéd to ehallenge the 


right cf others to vote, and no ‘challenge, except asto residence and 
identity, will be entertained. While it isthe imperative duty of Com- 


missioners ‘to do their utmost.to ensure the-purity of the election, care ` 


must be taken to prevent the abuse of the rightto challenge by si dis»: 


posed persons who may desire to impede the election: 


VIZI. TheSheriff of each county & made responsible for the preser- - 


vation of good order, and the perfeet freedom of the ballot at the various 
election precincts in his county. To this end he will appoint a depüty—- 
who shall be duly qualified under the laws of theState—for each precincs 
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in the county, who will be required to be present at the place of voting 
during the whole time the election is being.held. The said deputies 
will promptly and fully obey every demand made upon their official 


services in preserving the peace and good order by the Commissioners' 


. of Election. Sheriffs, in making their appointments, will exercise great 
care to select men whom they know to bein every way able to serve. 
Deputies appointed in accordance with the foregoing will be paid five 
dollars for the day's service, on accounts approved by the Registrar, out 
of the reconstrvetion fund. 

IX. Asan additional i measure for securing the purity of the ‘election, 
each registrar, judge and clerk, is hereby clothed with all the functions 
of a deputy sheriff or éonstable, and is empowered to make arrests, and 
authorized to perform all duties appertaining to such officers, under the 
laws of the State, during the days of election. 


X. Avevery precinct, on the days of election, all publie bar-rooms, ` 


saloons, or other places at which intoxieating or malt liquor is sold at 
retail, will be closed. Should any infraction 1n this respect come to the 
knowledge ot the Commissioners of Election, orthe deputy sheriffin at- 
tendance, they will immediately cause the arrest of the offending party, 
or parties, and the closing of his, or their, place of business. All parties 
so arrested will be placed under bonds, of not less than one hundred 
dollars ($100) to appear for trial when required by proper authority, or 
in case of failure to give the required bond, will be held in arrest to await 
the action ofthe General commanding. E 

XI. Thecarrying of fire arms or other deadly weapons at or in the 
, vieinity of the polls is positively prohibited, under penalty of forfeiture 
ofthe weapons and of being punished as prescribed by the Statutes of 
the State forbidding the exhibition of deadly weapons in a threatening 
manner. Allarms seized under this order will be turned in to the near- 
est post commander, for shipment to the chief ordinance officer of the 
distriet. o ? 

XII. Should violence or fraud be perpetrated at the election in any 
preeinet,the General commanding will exercise, to the fullest extent, the 
powers vested in him for the purpose of allowing te all registered elec- 
tors an opportunity to vote freely and fearlessly, and any provision in 
any contract tending to abridge the right to vote is hereby declared ut- 
terly null and void. 

XIII. Noregistrar, judge or clefk will be permitted to become a can- 
didate for any office in this State at this election, nor will they be per- 
mitted to exercise the functions of any office or authority connected with 
the election other than that reczived from these Headquarters. 
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XIV. The evident intention ofthe law under which this election is 
held being to obtain an expression of'the will of the qualified electors, it 
is ordered that all officers of théarmy and agents of the Bureau of Re- 
fugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, shall entirély abstain fram 
public speaking, electioneering or endeavoring to influence voters, but 
‘this order inot intended to restrict either class of thé above named of- 
‘ ficials in their duty of instructing Freedmen as to their rights as elec- 
tors. i 
By command of Brevet Major General ALVIN C. GILLEM: 
. . JOHN TYLER, ` 

First Lieutenant 43d Infantry, 
Brevet Major U. S. Army, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
Official : | de 
WM. ATWOOD, 
First Lieutenant 19th Infantry, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS 4ra MILITARY DISTRICT; 


(Mississippi and Arkansas.) ] 
OFFICE or CIVIL AFFAIRS. © È 
e, Holy SE Miss., Dec. 16, 1867.) 


@GENERAL ORDERS) .. 
. * No. 42. 
I. Atthe election recently^held in thé' State of Mississippi, to deter- 
‘mine whether a Convention should be called “for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a Constitution and Civil Government for the State, loyal to the . : 
Union,” and for delegates thereto, seventy-six thousand aud sixteen (16,0165 . i 
"votes were cast upon the question of holding : such Convention, of which." 
number sixt y-nine ‘thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine (69,739) votes 
were cast * For a Convention,” and siz thousand two hundred and seventy- . 
sseven (6,277) votes were cast “ Aghinst a Convention." The total num- 
per of registered voters in thé State is one hundred and thirty-nine thou- 
sand three hundred and twenty-seven, (139,327. ) The number of votes cast 
-on the question of Convention being in excess of the number required. 
"by the Act of Congress approved March 28d, 1867, and a majority of Ra 
“those votes having been cast “For à Corvention,” the Convention will. B 
be held, and will assemble as heretofore directed in General Orders No. 
“37, current series, from these Headquarters, dated December 5, 1867. 
II. The following delegates were duly elected to the Convention, ac- 
cording to the returns of the officers who conducted said election, and. 
«are hereby notified to meet in Convention, as directed in the above men- 
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tioned General Orders No. 37, current series, from these Headquarters» 
From Adams county—three delegates: 
Edward J. Castello, Henry P. Jacobs, Frederick Parsons. 


& Amite county—one delegate: 
Charles P. Neilson. 


* Attala county—two delegates: 
Jason Niles, S, C. Conly. 
4  Bolivarcounty—one delegate: 
Jehiel Railsback. 
* Calhoun county—one delegate: 
J. H. Kerr. 
* Carroll county—three delegates : 
George Stovall, Stephen Johnson; Wm. L. Hemingway. 
* Chickasaw county—two delegates: 
A. J. Jamison, D. R. Smith. 


* . Coahoma county—one delegate: 
A. S. Dowd. 


"bp Choctaw and Oktibbeha — delegates : 
Nicholas B. Bridges, James Weir, George H. Holland... 


è 


* Claiborne county—two delegates nr- 
Mathew T. Newsom; Edward H. pale 
H (Clark county—one delegate: 
- H. Musgrove. 


' Covington and Simpson counties—one ‘delegate: : 
Carlos Chapman. 


ge Copiah county —two delegates: : 
. E. G. Peyton, Emanuel Handy, 
* Davis and Smith countiés—one delegate: , 
_V. A. Collins. 


d DeSoto county—three delegates : 
.Horatio N. Ballard, Wm. B. Gray, ; Wm. D. Nesbit. 


* Franklin county—one delegate: 
C. W. Beam. 


Greene, Perry and Jackson counties—one delegate: = 
John Moody. 
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From Hancock and Marion counties—one delega: 


DI 


Alanson Goss. 
Harrison county—(Election invalid—new election ordered.) 


Hinds county—four delegates : 
Henry Mayson, E. A. Peyton, Charles Caldwell, John R, 
Parsons. WS 


Holmes county—two delegates: 
H. W. Barry, D.iMc A. Williams. 

Holmes and Madison counties—dzlegate at large. 
R. H. Montgomery. 


Issaquena county—one delegate. 
Henry P. Pos? ` 


Itawamba county—one delegate 


John Elliott. SCH , an i 
Jasper county—one delegate : a | E E l 
William McKnight. E TAI . 
Jefferson county—two delegates: LP WEN . 
A. Alderson, 0. S. Miles. Gr M. : SE LS 


Kemper county—one delegate : 
Jere Hauser. 


Lafayete county—two delégates: . . n. rs 
W. G. Vaughn, P.H. McCutchen. .* 


Lee county—two delegates : T P è : 
_ W. W. Gaither, D. T. Walker. ` 


Lauderdale county—two delegates : 
R. C. Merriman, J. Aaron Moore. CG 


Lawrence Se delegate; ups 
Wesley Lawson. 


H 


Leake county —one delegate: 
Henry W. Warren. 


. Lowndes county-—four delegates: `. «^ s 


B. B. Eggleston, J oseph W. Field, Isham G. Rainey, Geo. 
Van Hook. 


Madison courty—two ia 
W. Ben. Cunningham, Amos Draine. 
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Erom Marshall county—three delegates,;. 
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John W.C. Watson, Wm. M. EE Charles H. Town- 
send. 


Monroe county—three delegates: 
J. B. Woodmansee, James L. Herbert, James Elliott. 


Neshoba county—one delegate: 
William A. Hutto. 

Newton eounty—one delegate : 
S. E. Longmire. 


Noxubee county—three delegates" si 
S. H. Powell, Isham Stewart, N. J. Chappell, 


Panola county—two delegates: 
A. R. Horne, U. Ozanne. 


Pike county—one delegate: 
Peres Bonney. 
Pontotoc county—one delegate : 
Thomas W. Jones. , 
Rankin county—two delegates: 
Cyrus Myers, John C. Brinson. 
Scott oounty—one delegate: 
Moses H. Lack. 
Sunflower county—one delegate: "^ 
David A. Quinn. 
Tallahatchie county—one delegate : 
S. C. Barnes, 
Tunica county—one delegate: 
John M. Phillips. | 
Tippah county—two delegates: 
William Nelms, W. T. Stricklin. 
Tishomingo county—two delegates: 
H. Mask, Terry Dalton. 
Warren county—five delegates: 
A. Mygatt, G. C. McKee, B. Leas, T. W. Stringer, A. John- 
Son. ' + P dg 


Washington county—three delegates: " 
John fva Doetor Stites, William T. Combath. 
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From Wayne county—one delegate : 


€t 
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William Yeoman. 


Wilkinson county—two delegates: 


William H. Gibbs, Charles W. Fitzhugh. 


Winston county —one delegate: e 
Jared Richardson. 


Yallabusha county—two delegates : 
Robert J, Alcorn, W.J. Lilley. 


Yazoo county—three delegates: ; 
Charles W. Clarke, William Leonard, A. T. Morgan. 


Each delegate elect will be furnished from these Headquarters with 
an official copy of this order, which will constitute his certificate of 


election. 
By command of Brevet Maj or General ORD 


"o » GREENE; 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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AN ORDINANCE 


To regulate the Election for the Ratification of the Constitu- 


tion, and tor other purposes, passed by the Mississippi Con- 
stitutional Convention, May 15, A. D. 1868. 


SEC. 4. Immediately upon the adjournment of this Convention, this 
Constitution shall be submitted for ratification to the registered voters 
of the State, in conformity with the actsof Congress, passed March 2, 
1867, entitled “An act to provide for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States," and the acts supplementary thereto. 


SEC. 5. The election forthe ratification of this Constitution shall com- 
mence onthe 22d day of June, A. D. 1868, and be held at such places, 
and shall continue such time as the Commanding General of the Fourth 
Military District may direct, and the pollsshall be kept open from eight 
o'clock A. M. until seven o'clock P. m., each day. At said election all 
those in favor of ratifying the Constitution shallhave written orpriated 
on their ballots the words: “For Constitution," and those opposed to 
the ratification of the same, shall have written or printed on their 
ballots the words: “Against Constitution ;" but no person shall vote 
for or against this Constitution on a separate ballot from that cast by 
him for officers to be elected at said election under this Constitution. 


Sec. 6. In order to establish a civil government as required by the. 
act óf Congress, approved March 2d, 1867, and the acts supplementary 
thereto, an election shall be held at the same time and place at which 
the Constitution is submitted for ratification, for all State officers, in— 
cluding members of the Legislature, and for Representatives in Con- 
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gress, ab which election.the electors "who are qualified under the Recon~ l 
struction Acts of Congress shall vote and none other. ` 

Sec. 7.- The Committee of five, appointed under the authority of this 
Convention, shall appoint three Commissioners of Election for eaeh 
county, whose duty it shall be to attend the election for the ratification 
er rejection ofthe Constitution, who shall also, at the sametime and : 
place, attend to the election forall officers and representatives hereiri or- . 
. dered, and be présent at the counting of the ‘votes, and ‘forward the re- ` 
sult of thé same'to the chairman of said committee within three days 
thereafter, ` TU 

Sec. 8. The Legislature elected under this Constitution shall hold ' 
its first session in the Capitol, in the city of Jackson, on the second 
Monday after the official promulgation of the ratifieation of this Consti- 
tution, and shall proceed,immediately upon its organization.to vote upon 
the adoption of the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, proposed by Congress, and passed June 18, 1868. Said 
Legislature shall not have power to enact any laws relative to the per. 
diem of members, nor on any other subject, afterorganization, until said 
Constitutional amendment shall have been adopted. 
| fire. 9. The first term of all civil officers elected at the same time this 
Constitution issubmitted for ratification or rejection, shall commence on 
the second Monday after their election shall have been officially pro- 
mulgated, and shall continue to hold from said time until the expira- 
tion ot the first full term succeeding said election, 

Sec. 10., The Commissioners of Election herein provided for shall 
receive the same compensation per day, while in attendance upon elec- 
tions, and allowances for transportation (when aetual disbursements 
have been made,) as registrars, and gballbe paid out ofany funds in the 
State Treasury to the credit of the Convention fund, upon the certifi- 
cate of the Chairman of said committee of five. . 

Sec. 11. The committee ot five appointed by this Convention is 
hereby authorized and empowered to adjust all outstanding accounts 
against the same, and certify to their correctness, and the Auditor of 
Public Accounts shall issue his warrant in payment thereof. 

Sec. 12. When this Convention adjourns it shall be subject to the call 
of the committee of five appointed by this Convention; Provided, that ` 
. Should the Constitution be ratified, this Convention shall thereafter be 
deemed adjourned sine die; but in case the Constitution should not be 
ratified, then the Convention may be reconvened by said committee. 

Sere. 18. Said committee shall have authority to employ a clerk and 
to enforce the collection of the taxés levied by the several ordinances of 
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this Convention, and to periorm any un all duties. ape: taining to the ; 
game., TT : 
SEC. 14. The members of M committee ap five, appointed «by this i 
Convention, and the clerk thereof, shall receive the same compensation 
as the members ofthe Convention, > an 
. SEC.15. Ifany candidate receiving the ge of Votes cast, 
cannot take the oath of office prescribed i in this. Constitution, then, and 
in that case, the candidate receiving the next highest vote shall be en- 
titled to enter upon and perform the duties of the office Ge ne and. 
. Subscribing to said oath. : ; E 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS. » 


OF 


| GENERAL B B EGGLESTON, 


To the aiehibera of the Mississippi State Cohstititional Con- 
venti, May 18, 1868. i 


— The hour having arrived for adjournment, the President offered the: 
. following remarks: 


g 


Gentlemen, Delegates to the Constitutional Convention: 


The hour thàt yourhonorable body have designated for adjournment: 
has arrived. I cannot allow you to separate without expressing to you - 
the gratification I feel for the uniform courtesy I have received at your- 
hands, and for the kind resolution thanking me for what you are 
pleased to style the able, dignified and impartial discharge. of the duties- 
which you so unexpectedly called upon me to perform, by selecting me 
to preside over your deliberations. | ` i 


That I have been impartial to all, I believe to be true—at least, such I 
intended to be; and I thank you that you have spread the mantle of your 
charity over the many mistakes that my inexperience caused me to com- 
mit. I feel greatly encouraged by the great harmony that has charae- 
terized your proceedings, from ‘first to last, and particularly for the 
unanimity: of ‘feeling which now pervades your body. United we go 
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forth to the great work before us, of ratifying our “Constitution; far dif- . 
ferent from the two conventions preceding us; our labors are to be sub- 
znitted to the people for their approval. i 

Gentlemen, I believe the harvest is already ripe, and upon your re- 
turn to your homes you must stimulate and encourage your people to 
renewed efforts in the cause of equal rights. Invite all who wish to see 
the gredt State of Mississippi restored to her proper relations with .the 
Federal, Government, who wish to aid in the restoration of peace and 
prosperity and. happiness to onrimpoverished country, fo come mit us, 
for we will do them good. 


Again, gentlemen, allow me. to thank you for your kindness, s to | 


assure you all, that you bear. with you my kindest wishes and earnest 
co-òperation in the great and noble work before us. Of our success I 
feel confident. If we each do our part, and remember that the eyes of 
the people, not only of the United States, but of the whole world, are 
upon us, and the great God, whose blessings we have invoked, and who 
has watched over o hus far, willerown our labors with success. : 

I now declare this Convention adjourned to meet again under the. 
order of the committee of five, should our Constitution fail to meet fhe ^ 
approval of the people. I trust, however, it may never be: necessagy for 
such orders to be issued. 

A true copy. THAD. Ss SEARS Sery: 


H 


